[Familial spontaneous pneumothorax].
A case of familial spontaneous pneumothorax was reported. A 52-year-old man was referred to our hospital complaining of exertional dyspnea. He had experienced right spontaneous pneumothorax and cured with tube drainage last year. Five of his 7 brothers and his son too had had spontaneous pneumothorax. Chest X-ray film and computed tomography (CT) scan on admission showed giant bulla of the left lung with compression of normal lungs. Pulmonary function studies revealed obstructive pulmonary disease and mild hypoxemia. Partial resection of the lung with open thoracotomy surgery was performed. Air leaks sealed in 14 days and the patient discharged the hospital with inadequate expansion of the left lung. Three years later the patient experienced right hemicolectomy for colon cancer and died for recurrence 7 years later with adequate expansion of the left lung.